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The threats facing wild species and habitats have changed dramatically over the past
four decades. As a result, safequarding our natural heritage requires a radical new
approach. We must focus our efforts upon conserving large areas of the landscape rather
than discreet nature reserves. The UK’s wildlife will be dramatically affected by climate
change and we can’t afford to ignore it. To prevent a collapse in the number and variety
of UK plants and animals, we need to restore and create ‘living’ landscapes.

Landscape scale: the future of

Speaking about nature conservation
’ . Landscape-scale nature conservation is not
the dehfe simply about bigger special sites. It is a different

TruStS’ approach philosophy that requires us to:
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» Understand nature and work with it
» Understand the processes that give rise to

Sir deid habitats and learn how these processes can be
influenced or copied
Attenborough o P .
» See wildlife and nature as synonymous with
Commented.’ natural processes, and the ecological functioning

of the area, region or planet

= Understand the interaction between cultural and

“The last time the UK’s wildlife faced a natural landscape

challenge on this scale was at the end of the
last ice age. We need to find ways to help
our wildlife become more resilient to the
trials it faces in the 21st century. We must
now work on a landscape scale if we are

to give wildlife a chance and allow future
generations to enjoy nature as we have.”

The core principle

Imagine a wildlife-rich wet meadow in a river valley.

Traditional habitat management would aim to bring the habitat into
favourable condition and possibly seek to expand it as a contribution to
Biodiversity Action Plan targets. This would benefit wildlife and those
who are interested in wildlife.

A landscape-scale approach would address the processes that drive
the ecological interest of the meadow — hydrology and grazing — and
look at how these functioned in the whole valley. It is a step-
change, from managing the meadow to influencing the processes
that work on the whole valley.

Working in this way would not only improve a larger area for

wildlife it would also improve the ecological functioning of the

valley bringing spin-off benefits such as better flood management.
This wouldn't just interest nature-lovers. It would interest everybody.

For details of how you can support this ambitious project contact us now on:

0115 958 8242 orvisi: www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org
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