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Five Decades of Wildlife Protection
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust has been working to 
conserve the county’s cherished habitats for over 40 years 
and the protection of Sherwood Forest has always been 
a key focus for our work. In the 1980s we commissioned 
pioneering research which led to the establishment of the 
Sherwood Forest Trust and we were a key partner in the 
delivery of the Sherwood Forest Initiative. Today we are 
active partners in the Sherwood Habitats Group.  

Taking Action to Conserve our Heritage
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust aims to contribute to a 
shared vision of Sherwood by reuniting areas of land 
through sympathetic land management, habitat creation 
and restoration, true partnership working and community 
engagement.

Our efforts will focus on a strategically important area of 
Sherwood to the south west of Clipstone Forest which 
includes Rainworth Heath and Strawberry Hills Heath 
Nature Reserves, both managed by Nottinghamshire 
Wildlife Trust. Together these sites form a critical element of 
Nottinghamshire’s heathland heritage and we are working 
to manage them to the highest possible standard and to 
ensure that links can be made to adjacent heathland areas. 

Through our activities we aim to raise awareness of the 
natural resource within local communities and to encourage 
people of all ages to take ownership of and get involved in 
the management of their countryside.

Historically, the majority of Sherwood Forest was heathland, not dense 
oak woodland as many people believe.  Unfortunately this historic 
landscape has been damaged by intensive agriculture, plantation forestry 
and urban development resulting in the loss of 90% of this precious 
habitat between 1922 and 2000. The UK’s remaining fragments of 
heathland represent one fifth of the world’s lowland heathland resource. 
The protection of remaining areas and the creation of new heaths is 
therefore of international importance.

Success Through  
Partnership Working
Protecting and enhancing Sherwood’s natural heritage 
is not something that Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust will 
be able to achieve on its own. To deliver sustainable 
habitat conservation we will continue to work with 
partner organisations including Nottinghamshire County 
Council and District Councils, Natural England, The 
Forestry Commission and Sherwood Forest Trust. We 
will also continue to build partnerships with private sector 
supporters, such as Mansfield Sand Company Ltd, which 
currently supports our work at both Rainworth Heath and 
Strawberry Hill Heath. 


